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          Five Protective Factors: 
Social Connections 

 
 

Children’s Board Family Resource Centers 
are funded by the Children’s Board 

of Hillsborough County and 
administered by the Healthy Start Coalition 
of Hillsborough County. Managing partners 

include: Champions for Children, 
Children’s Home Network, 

Easterseals Florida, Family Community 
Advisory Councils, REACHUP, Inc. and 

St. Joseph’s Children’s 
Wellness and Safety Center. 

 
 

All programs and services 
are at no charge to 

families and individuals. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Central Tampa Success Story 

We Are Family 

 

 
My daughter and I began playing and learning through a class 
called “Toddler Time” run by the Parks and Recreation 
department of the City of Tampa. These fun classes which 
included singing, reading, and free play were held at Al Lopez Park 
near where we live. There we met some very nice families with 
little girls about Penelope’s age and a bit older. The moms there 
were so kind and took me in to their fold as I was the only stay-at-
home dad that was with my baby. When the 8-week session ended 
we both were sad. However, one of our new friends told us about 
the Children’s Board Family Resources Center in Central Tampa 
and all its resources and how they were free!   
 
Some of the resources we have taken advantage of are free play in 
the learning and toy-filled “green room.” We have also 
participated in playgroups, including Little Amigos (provided by 
Baby Bungalow), where both my daughter and I were introduced 
to the Spanish language through hands-on play, arts and crafts 
and songs. Most importantly, we received child developmental 
screening. These screenings, done by professionals, provided me 
with valuable information concerning Penelope. We were given 
strategies and tools to work on and they followed up with us 
concerning her progress as she got a bit older.   
 
We LOVE the staff at the Central Tampa Center. Angelita, Cheryl, 
Greyling, Maribel, and Erika (from Baby Bungalow) to name a few 
have been so kind and helpful. Every time we come in, we are 
greeted by smiling faces who ask us how we’ve been. They let us 
know what’s going on at the Center and encourage us to 
participate in upcoming classes and events. They are always more 
than happy to open the “green room” at our request which 
Penelope and my son Kingsley are crazy about.  
 
This is an outstanding resource to the community. I am proud to 
tell the story of the Center every time we meet a family whether 
we are at swim class or a park down the street.  
 


