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When my wife earned her doctorate and was selected to begin a new 
career as a professor at USF’s College of Education, we were thrilled! 
But, of course, we were a bit nervous about making such a huge 
change. We had been living in Michigan since 2014 and had built a 
new life there – one that included our son Aaron, who turned 18 
months in August 2019. Not knowing anyone personally or 
professionally in the Tampa area, I set out to find resources to get 
our family more involved. I came across an online announcement to 
register for free playgroups, so I made my way to the CBFRC in 
North Tampa to register. 
 
I wasn’t 100% sure what to expect, but we were greeted so warmly 
from our first moment – and the experience has paid off 
tremendously. Aaron was barely saying ten words that first day, but 
since attending the Growing Together and Music & More playgroups 
(provided by Baby Bungalow), his language has exploded! Not only 
that, but we were able to make new friends with other, helping us to 
feel not as lonely in our new home. Aaron smiles and giggles when 
he realizes we have arrived at the Center, and the staff still greet him 
with so much excitement. It makes me happy to know he is getting 
to grow in such a positive environment. 
 
Though we came for the playgroups, both Aaron and I have gotten 
much more about of our relationship with the Center. He has had 
hearing and vision screenings and two developmental screenings. 
The specialist Luis, even took some of his personal time to help me 
get connected in the community and help me find employment. The 
Center staff also informed us of special events and opportunities, 
including the Family Community Advisory Council. After being 
invited staff Aimmee and Jeannie, I’ve decided to join the FCAC. I am 
really looking forward to giving back to this group that has given us 
so much in such a short period of time. 
 
We are fortunate that our family has not experienced a major crisis, 
but it is so reassuring to know that there are people ready to step in 
at a moment’s notice to help. For now, Aaron will simply enjoy 
coming to play in the toddler room with all his young (and grown 
up) friends. Thank you all for welcoming us to Tampa! 
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Principles of Family Support #2: 
Staff enhance families’ capacity 

to support the growth and 
development of all family 

members, adults, youth 
and children. 

 
Children’s Board Family Resource Centers 

are funded by the Children’s Board 
of Hillsborough County and 

administered by the Healthy Start Coalition 
of Hillsborough County. Managing partners 

include: Champions for Children, 
Children’s Home Network, 

Family Community Advisory Councils, 
REACHUP, Inc. and St. Joseph’s Children’s 

Wellness and Safety Center. 
 

All programs and services 
are at no charge to 

families and individuals. 
 
 

 
 
 
 


