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In April of 2016, Allison Ball and her daughter, Lilly, who was an 
infant at the time, were attending a class at the local library when 
other moms told her about the Children's Board Family Resource 
Centers in Brandon. Although she had never heard about the Center 
before, she decided to try the classes. They started with Baby & Me 
when Lilly was six months old. They continued with Growing 
Together, Wonder Years, Little Amigos, Music & More, Creative 
Learning, and Pop-Up Play. 

Allison says, “We love the classes and the flexibility that allows us to 
go to the different Centers to participate in classes and activities! We 
also like the consistency ⎼ we loved to see Ms. Erika every time that 
we came to Little Amigos. It is really nice to have a sense of 
community, to be able to sit at the table, have a snack, and talk with 
other parents. Being a new, stay at home mom, the biggest thing for 
me was being able to be around other parents and have a sense of 
community, being able to share resources, information, and learn 
from other parents. In class, they talk about developmental 
milestones in a way that feels completely different from a clinical 
setting like a doctor's office. We are having these discussions with 
other parents while the kids are having fun. We can comfortably talk 
and share with one another.” 

As Allison and Lilly have been members for a few years now, they 
have developed friendships with other families who also began 
participating at the same time. Excited about the Center, Allison 
decided to join the FCAC in 2018. Currently, she holds an officer 
position as the recorder. Serving on the Council allows her to keep up 
to date with everything that is happening at the Centers. Allison 
participates in planning committees for FCAC sponsored events, 
brainstorming ideas and assisting with preparations. She also teams 
up with other FCAC members and conducts outreach at local parks to 
share Center information. Furthermore, Allison has also taken a 
leadership position as she participates in Executive Committee 
meetings within the partnership. She exclaims, “Being part of the 
FCAC gives her an opportunity to contribute and do something for all 
that we get back!" 

 

 

 

 

Five Protective Factors: 
Social Connections 

 
Children’s Board Family Resource Centers 

are funded by the Children’s Board 
of Hillsborough County and 

administered by the Healthy Start Coalition 
of Hillsborough County. Managing partners 

include: Champions for Children, 
Children’s Home Network 

 Easterseals Florida, Family Community 
Advisory Councils, REACHUP, Inc. 

and St. Joseph’s Children’s Wellness 
and Safety Center. 

 
All programs and services 

are at no charge to 
families and individuals. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 


